Abstract
Introduction
Bats are creatures capable of flight and are categorized into mammals belonging to order Chiroptera.
They possess webbed wings which are regarded as their forelimbs. Bats are clearly being distinguished from birds as they cannot flap their entire wings and they spread out their digits of forelimbs. The digits in their forelimb remain covered with a thin membrane called patagium. Bats have wide range of feeding habits ranging from fish, insects and vampire bats acting as ectoparasites on mammals. Bats have vital role in transfer of pollens for flower germination. Kitti's hog nosed bat is the smallest variety of bat known on earth measuring 29-34 mm in length, 15 cm across the wings and 2-2.6 g in mass.
Feeding habit and general behavior
The majority of food consumed by bats includes insects, fruits and flower nectar, vertebrates and blood (Johnson 1985) Mostly bats are insect eaters. Each bat has the ability to consume one-third of its total body weight during night time and can consume several hundreds of pests within few hours. 
Importance as carrier of diseases and transmission to human
Bats are also believed to act as carrier of different ectoparasites like fleas. Bats are also vital from zoonotic point of view as they are believed to transmit pathogens for rabies, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) [Wendong et al. 2005] , Henipavirus (i.e. Nipah virus and Hendra virus) [Halpin et al. 2000 ] and possibly Ebola virus (Leroy et al. 2005; Choi 2006) . Their intimate connection with human dwelling community, broad distribution, feeding habits etc make them a vulnerable agent for spreading different zoonotically important disease among human community. Large bats are also considered to harm humans with severe bites.
Worldwide conservation strategies
Throughout the globe, conservation effort is in progress for protection of various vulnerable and endangered species of wild bats. The 'Organization for Bat Conservation' is doing commendable effort in popularizing the crucial role bats in insect control and pollination. In the 'United Kingdom' all bats are protected under the 'Wildlife and Countryside Acts', in which a law has been passed which demands the punishment of victim with heavy fine found guilty of disturbing or creating nuisance on individual bat or its roost. In Sarawak, Malaysia bats are protected species under the 'Wildlife Protection Ordinance 1998' under 'Malaysian Wildlife Law'. The large Naked bat and Greater Nectar bat are consumed by the local natives in Malaysia. Although, strict conservation effort are still in demand in Indian context which needs to be given prompt priority.
Pleasure to eyes
Bats can be a tourist attraction. The Congress Avenue Bridge in Austin, Texas is the summer home to North America's largest urban bat colony, an estimated 1,500,000 Mexican free-tailed bats, which eat an estimated 10,000 to 30,000 pounds of insects each night. An estimated 1,00,000 tourists per year visit the bridge at twilight to watch the bats leaving the roost.
